INTRODUCTION
For domestic animals human beings are a common feature of the environment, and their adaptation to human presence may be important for animal production and welfare. The adaptation of animals to production systems with differing degrees of human intervention depends partly on their reactivity towards man. In this respect, some breeds may be better adapted than others because they are basically less disturbed by the presence of man. There are indeed indications that the reactivity of animals to humans varies between breeds and can be influenced by genotype. This has been shown in poultry (Faure and Folmer, 1975; Murphy and Duncan, 1977) , and also in domestic ungulates such as cattle (Dickson et al, 1970; Murphey et al, 1980 Murphey et al, , 1981 Boivin, 1991) , pigs (Hemsworth et al, 1990 ) and goats (Lyons et at, 1988 (1977) and Moberg and Wood (1982) (1983) and Winfield et at (1981) analysed the reaction of sheep depending on their familiarity with each other. These studies showed differences in behaviour between the various types of animals in various social or non-social situations.
Putu et at (1988) found differences in open-field behaviour of ewe lambs that were correlated with later maternal behaviour at first lambing. They also reported intraracial differences in the reactivity of animals to humans. On the other hand, breed differences are known to exist in several behaviours, such as selection of lambing sites (Alexander et o!, 1990 ), mother-young relationships (Alexander et al, 1983; Shillito Walser et al, 1983; Archer, 1973 and Jones, 1993 , for general reviews).
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Animals
The study was 
